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Proposal
	The Luminance desktop is a amalgam of Open Source software customized for use in an K-12 educational environment.  The Luminance desktop will be built upon the Debian Distribution and the Gnome desktop. The goal of this project is to create an user-friendly, appliance-like, easy to administer desktop/distribution. 
	Many of the world's schools do not possess the monetary resources to continually upgrade their hardware and software therefore must utilize their existing technology infrastructure to its fullest.  Open Source, in conjunction with intelligent hardware purchasing techniques, can maximize the benefit of existing assets. However, Open Source's highly configurable and distributed nature has prevented it from been widespread acceptance in the common school.
	In order to remedy this problem, the Luminance desktop aims to provide a simple consistent user interface (Gnome), a core set of useful applications and a simple administrative interface (The Luminance Desktop control panel).
	The Luminance desktop control panel is crucial to the proper operation of the Luminance desktop. The control panel will control all of the configurable options within the Luminance desktop and will be responsible for distributing the changes throughout the network. It will provide teachers with control over their students' machines and administrators control of the network. It will be written in C and use GTK and GNOME libraries

Status

	The Luminance Project is currently in the planning and development phase of the project. There is a document outlining the architecture of the project but it is still a work in progress.  Earlier this week the project made its first release, the Luminance Panel.  The Luminance Panel is one of the core applications that will be used in the desktop environment.  The Luminance Panel provides an intuitive, easy-to-use, ascetically appealing manner to launch applications.  The Luminance Panel is usable on a daily basis, however it is not a polished application. The focus of the project in the coming weeks will be to improve documentation, improve the outline of the architecture and improve the panel application.
